
Typology I: Homework for Lecture 3, 2015/05/06

(The questions marked with (*) are research questions you can use to deepen
your understanding, the others could be exam questions.)

1. What other properties (linguistic or extra-linguistic) of a language (or
its speaker community) have been found to correlate with the size of its
phoneme inventory? Speculate about possible reasons that might cause
these correlations.

2. What are the typical properties of vowel systems?
Discuss possible reasons why these properties are (almost) universal.

3. Which vowel inventory is typologically most common?
(*) Find ten languages with such an inventory.
Do you expect these languages to be related? Why or why not?

4. (*) What are the basic vowels of your native language? Do any of these
vowels have allophones?

5. Here is a transliterated text in Tlingit (original by James Crippen on
www.omniglot.com, attempt at IPA transliteration by me), a Na-Dené
language from Alaska with 800 speakers remaining. Does this language
have any phonological properties which you find surprising? Why?

[
>
tS’a jéI kukéNk’ áwé a ka:X Sukhaìhis’úX, ha:

>
tìhaku: qhwa:nx’i a:té s

qhunu:ku jé. ha: ìh í:ìhk’w hás a:dé jéI s
>
tSIneIjI jé áwé, te á: awthuìxa:

>
tSI

áth áwé, á: ha: waqhkhi:jaká:. á
>
tSh áwé khakhawthuwakhéìh.

theI khawthu:a:qú:n áwé Xá, ha:
>
tìhá: ìh í:ìhk’w hás, ha:

>
tìhá: khá:kh hás,

hastu qhusti:j́i, hastu ju: X’atháNkI.]
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